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Chinyere Agbasiere 
 

My name is Chinyere Agbasiere, and I am from the eastern part of Nigeria. I 
earned my bachelor's degree in Mass Communication from Madonna University, 
Nigeria. My academic interests include digital communication, health 
communication, organizational communication, and interpersonal 
communication. I'm excited about all ISU has in store for me and looking 
forward to what the next two years hold for me. In my free time, I enjoy hanging 
out with friends for a movie, social media searches, and volunteering. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Agnes Amoakwa 
 

I am Agnes Amoakwa from the Central Region in Ghana. I graduated from the 
University of Cape Coast, Ghana in December 2021, where I bagged a Bachelor's 
Degree in Communication Studies. I am so excited to join the COM graduate 
cohort for Fall 2022. I applied to Illinois State University's School of 
Communication because of its outstanding faculty and research facilities. I am 
highly interested in health communication because in the future I plan to work 
in the health area to design and implement disease prevention campaigns for 
local and worldwide health organizations. In my free time, I love to cook new 
recipes and hang out with friends. 
 

 
 
 
Emily Bollinger 
 

My name is Emily Bollinger, I’m from Downers Grove, IL and I just graduated 
from ISU in May with a B.S. in Creative Technologies and a minor in music. I 
was a transfer student at ISU and ended up loving the community so I wanted 
to continue my education here. I’m interested in combining my fine arts 
background with communication, and I can’t wait to be a part of the 
documentary thesis program. I enjoy going for walks, traveling to National 
Parks, going to concerts, and making art!. 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Reilly Card 
 

My name is Reilly Card. I am from southeast Michigan. I attended Wayne State 
University and received a bachelor's in communication studies with a minor in 
history. My focus in research is End-of-life topics and I tend towards rhetorical 
and qualitative methods. I chose this program because of its graduate teaching 
assistant program and the chance to teach! Also! I am a huge Magic the 
Gathering nerd, I love hiking, and doing my makeup. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Tanner Crawford 
 

Hello, my name is Tanner Crawford. I graduated from University of Illinois at 
Springfield in May of 2022 with a History BA. I am most interested in 
organizational communication and mass media. I chose the communications 
program because I truly believe that communication is the single most 
important aspect to human life. I also believe that communication is far more 
than verbal and am excited to explore the ways that communication affects us 
all. I currently work at ISU’s Illinois Center for Specialized Professional 
Support in workforce development. In my free time, I’m a runner, I play video 
games, and play with any of the 5 animals my amazing partner and I have at 
home. 

 
 
 
Kathryn Del Rosario 
 

My name is Kathryn Del Rosario, also known as “Kath”. I am a Filipino-
American who lived in the Philippines for 15 years before moving to the 
United States 11 years ago. I earned a bachelor's degree in Public Relations 
from Illinois State University. After graduating, I worked as a Provider 
Relations Specialist for a non-profit organization. I am pursuing my master's in 
communication with the intention to continue with a doctorate degree later in 
hopes of working for a University in the future. 
 
  



Matthew Edor 
 

I am Matthew Edor but most people call me Matt. I was born and raised in 
Ghana where I obtained my Bachelor's in Communication with a minor in 
Music and English. I am excited about spending the next 2 years delving deep 
into communication concepts and theories to help shape my career as a 
Communication specialist and an academic. I think ISU SoC has the faculty and 
capacity to help me achieve this feat; hence my decision to be here. I believe in 
Alvin Toffler's philosophy of learning, unlearning, and relearning. Fun fact 
about me is I love to travel and explore new things and places and as well 
connect with people of varied personalities.  
 

 
 
Millicent Elewosi 
 

My name is Millicent Elewosi, and I am an incoming international graduate 
student at the School of Com, ISU. I graduated with a Bachelor's in 
Communications Studies from the University of Cape Coast in Ghana. I am 
primarily interested in Organizational Communication and Marketing/PR, but 
I am excited to explore other areas like Educational Communication. My 
hometown, Komenda, is a small town in the Central Region of Ghana. In my 
free time, I love to watch movies or try new hairstyles with my afro hair. My 
favorite place in the world is the beach and I am very passionate about 
community/volunteer engagements. 
 
 

 
 
Tanavia Gilbert 
 

My name is Tanavia Gilbert, and I am from Nassau, The Bahamas. I am an 
alumna of the College of Saint Benedict and Saint John’s University. While 
there I majored in both English with a concentration in creative writing and 
Communication. I enjoy many aspects of communication, but I would say that 
my passion is mass media. I applied to the graduate program here because I 
know that it is best suited to help me grow in my field professionally and it 
would be a new experience going to a larger school than the one, I just 
graduated from. 
 
 
 

 
  



Gabriela Gomes da Rocha 
 

My name is Gabriela Gomes, but I usually go by Gabi (or “Gabby”). I am from Sao 
Paulo, a big metropolis in Brazil. I have always been passionate about languages 
and cultures, that’s why I got my Bachelor’s in Portuguese and English at the 
Federal University of Sao Paulo (UNIFESP). I have been teaching Portuguese 
and ESL since 2015, and I strongly believe in the power of a more democratic, 
fair, and equal education to all. I am now pursuing a master’s in Communication 
because I have always wanted to work with media(s). I look forward to 
studying and working with strategic and critical communication on digital 
media. I love communicating, and I have recently started producing content 
online, which is undoubtedly my favorite free time activity and hobby. 

 
 
 
Caroline King 
 

My name is Caroline King, but I usually go by Carrie (first name like the title, 
and last name like the author of the Stephen King novel). My pronouns are 
she/her. I am a 2022 graduate of Monmouth College where I earned my 
bachelor’s degree in English and Communication Studies. I am originally from 
Minnesota – south of the Twin Cities to be specific. My interests in the 
Communication Studies field include rhetorical criticism and interpersonal 
communication. Other than on campus, I enjoy roller skating, Pokémon Go, and 
videography, so I am often out and about. I hear campus has a fantastic 
environment for Pokémon. I’m team Valor, of course – fitting for the ISU 
Redbirds! 

 
 
 
Omolola Lasisi 
 

My name is Omolola Lasisi; most people call me Lola. I am from Ogun state, 
somewhere in Southwestern Nigeria. I graduated from Oduduwa University in 
2017 with a bachelor’s in Mass Communication. I have worked in corporate 
communication, sales and marketing the last 3 years. I am most interested in 
organizational and interpersonal communication as I am passionate about 
how communication is used to solve problems and close gaps within 
organizations. I am also looking to explore areas like rhetoric and mass media; 
I was super excited about applying to the program because it gives me the 
opportunity to do a bit of everything communication. I am also a radio girl; I 
worked on radio for a while so in my free time you would find me doing lots of 
radio stuff, reading novels, or watching movies! 

 
 
  



Caleb Lawler 
 

I’m Caleb Lawler, a graduate of Illinois State University from a small town 
called Big Rock near Aurora, Illinois. I graduated from ISU in spring of 2022 
with a Bachelor’s in Journalism. In the graduate program, I’m going to focus on 
rhetoric to be able to better understand the nuance and deliberate verbiage 
used to spread propaganda and create dissonance in the American political 
field. After the Master’s program, I plan on getting my Ph.D. and teaching 
rhetoric at a college level. Outside of school, I regularly go to the gym, read 
political theory, bartend for work, and play PC games. 
 
 
 

 
 
Rebekah Mangels 
 

I’m Rebekah Mangels, and I have a degree in Music and Communication from 
Wheaton College, Illinois. I grew up in Skopje, Macedonia as a third culture kid, 
and that has made me very interested in intercultural communication. I also 
hope to further my studies in rhetoric and music at ISU. I hope to pursue 
research opportunities cross-culturally, ultimately equipping me to employ my 
communication skills in Macedonia post-graduation. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Ebuka Okoli 
 

The name is Ebuka Okoli. I grew up in Kano State, Nigeria with a passion for 
visual arts and creative writing. I have a bachelor’s degree in English Language 
from the University of Jos. My interest in interpersonal and organizational 
communication reached a new height while taking the McKinsey Forward 
Africa Program this year. Most importantly, my experience working in 
Corporate Planning gave me enough reasons to pursue a Masters in 
Communication. Like an enchanting love song to an insatiable seeker of 
knowledge, the School of Communication in ISU won my heart effortlessly. I’ve 
supported the Red Devils of Manchester from childhood and now I’m a Red 
Bird. A coincidence? I think not. I was meant to be here! 
 

 
  



Daria Parfenova 
 

My name is Daria Parfenova, I come from Moscow, Russia. I earned my 
bachelor’s degree in Media Communications from the Higher School of 
Economics (#1 university in Russia). During my 2nd year, I did an exchange 
program in Spain - and since then, I have become inspired by the international 
career. I worked as a producer of educational projects, building the online 
school. I also have a background in podcasting and video production. My areas 
of interest are digital and organizational communication. I can’t wait to 
continue my academic journey and exchange ideas with the diverse ISU 
community. Another fun fact: I’m a singer and recently released my debut 
single (look for Darie Nova). When I’m not singing, you can find me dancing, 
doing yoga, enjoying art galleries, or traveling. 

 
 
 
Grace Pizzini 
 

My name is Grace Pizzini and I am an ISU alum from Edwardsville, Illinois 
looking to return for my graduate degree and continue my education in 
communication studies. I applied to ISU’s graduate program due to my desire 
to uncover information about  rhetoric and interpersonal communication. I 
feel at home at ISU because of the amazing faculty here in the Communication  
program who are always willing to help students and strengthen critical 
thinking skills with the goal of solving real life issues. I have two pet tree frogs 
named Huey and Voigt and I love learning about new plant care tips. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Danielle Polion 
 

My name is Danielle Polion, I’m from Louisville, Ky and this past May I 
graduated from Northern Kentucky University with a Bachelors in Electronic 
Media and Broadcasting. I have a love for interpersonal comm, mass media, 
and public relations. I know ISU’s master’s program is highly ranked and I’m 
excited to expand my knowledge in the field of communication. Outside of 
school I’m a proud member of ΔΣΘ sorority, Inc. and I love poetry. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Eshrat Rahman  
 

My name is Eshrat Rahman. I was born and raised in Dhaka, the capital city of 
Bangladesh. I earned my Bachelor with Honors and Masters in Journalism and 
Mass Communication from Daffodil International University, Bangladesh. My 
career in broadcast journalism with several television channels and experience 
in communication and campaigning with Australia for UNHCR and UNICEF 
Australia motivated me to enrich my research skills to contribute more 
efficiently to social change through communication. Therefore, I applied to the 
School of Communication at Illinois State University, considering its long-
standing tradition of excellence. I believe this is the right place to explore the 
horizons of my academic interests, which include social media, women  
empowerment, and business.   

 
 
 
Haley Rey 
 

I’m Haley Rey, and I’m so excited for the next two years at ISU! I graduated 
this past December from McKendree University in Lebanon, IL with a major in 
Professional Writing and Communication and a minor in Theatre. I’m most 
interested in interpersonal, gender, and nonverbal communication. I love to 
spend time with friends, read, write, and listen to music. I can’t wait for this 
next step! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Courtney Smith 
 

Hiya! My name is Courtney Smith. I received my BA in Communication and 
French from the University of Southern Indiana. I’m from Indianapolis and 
applied to this program because I liked the variety of program specifications. I 
plan on pursuing Interpersonal Communication and a graduate certificate in 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies. I love everything Marvel, horror, and 
The Office. *Cue my shrug to the camera* 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  



Patrick Smith 
 

I am a results-driven communication professional with more than 15 years of 
experience working in newspapers, public relations and corporate 
communications. I’m currently a Communications Specialist in Public Affairs at 
State Farm, focused on Human Resources and Development communications. 
To better consult with his business partners, I earned the Society for Human 
Resource Management Certified Professional (SHRM-CP) designation and 
completed the Leadership McLean County development program in 2019. I 
enjoy spending time with my family, including my wife and two daughters.   
  
 
 

 
 
 
Yesenia Villegas Vera  
 

My name is Yesenia Villegas Vera, Yesi preferably. I’m from Immokalee, FL. I 
received my bachelor’s degree from Augustana College in Communication 
studies and Asian Studies. I am interested in intercultural communication but 
coming in with an open mind. I applied to this program because when I came 
to visit ISU with my professor to learn about the program everyone was 
welcoming and had so many great things to talk about. The graduate students 
also spoke highly of the close community within the GTA’s that I wanted to 
experience that too.  
 
 


